Chapter 32 - Assignment 30: Aristotle’s Eudemian Ethics, Book 8
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See pages 47-50 in Chapter 32.
1. In his Eudemian Ethics VIII.1, Aristotle considers the following syllogism.

Virtue is knowledge.
Knowledge leads to its opposite.
Virtue leads to its opposite.

According to him, its conclusion is false, and one of its two premises is false.

() According to Aristotle, how are knowledge and eyes alike?
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(i) According to Aristotle, if all virtue is knowledge, then why does it matter whether or

not knowledge can lead to ignorance?

(iii) According to Socrates, all prudence is knowledge. Why did he think so?

(iv) According to Aristotle, how was Socrates mistaken about what prudence is?
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2. Consider what Aristotle considered in his Eudemian Ethics VIII.2.

() According to Aristotle, what are two main causes of welfare?

(i) On the possible cause(s) of luck, Aristotle identified three candidates: nature, mind,
and protection. Accordingly, answer the following two multiple choice questions.

() According to Aristotle, if luck results from divine intervention, then which
candidate would be a cause of luck?

(i) According to Aristotle, if luck results from prudence, then which candidate
would be a cause of luck?

(iii) According to Aristotle, nobody can be lucky by nature.

(@) According to Aristotle, why can’t someone be lucky by nature?

(b) According to Aristotle, why might someone seem to be lucky by nature?

(iv) According to Aristotle, if luck is a cause, then luck exists.

(@ According to Aristotle, if luck is a cause, then what would it cause?
State both kinds of things.

(b) According to him, how is the theory of luck as a cause a problematic theory?
State both reasons.

(v) According to Aristotle, why isn’t mind, reason, or rationality a cause of luck?
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3. Consider what Aristotle considered in his Eudemian Ethics VIII.3.

() According to Aristotle, there’s a difference between particular virtue and general
virtue. According to him, which kind of virtue is kalokagathia?

(i) According to Aristotle, why would something good not be something praiseworthy?

(iii) According to Aristotle, which beautiful things are good for their own sake?

(iv) According to Aristotle, what’s the difference between beautiful-goodness and mere
goodness?

(v) According to Aristotle, God is absolutely good, but how is God a final good?



