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Chapter 32 - Assignment 24: Aristotle’s Eudemian Ethics, Book 5, Chapters 8 —13
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To answer the following questions, read pages 33—35 in Chapter 32.
1. According to Aristotle, the two kinds of prudence are both alike and unalike.

() According to Aristotle, how are the two kinds of prudence unlike each other?

(i) According to Aristotle, how are the two kinds of prudence like each other?

2. Consider what Aristotle had to say about children, prudence, and wisdom.

() According to Aristotle, can children have prudence? Why or why not? Explain.

i) According to Aristotle, can children have wisdom? Why or why not? Explain.
(ii) g y y Explain
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Consider what Aristotle had to say about children, prudence, and wisdom.
() According to Aristotle, understanding is different than prudence and wisdom.

(@ According to Aristotle, what’s the difference between prudence and
understanding?

(b) According to Aristotle, what’s the difference between wisdom and things
such as understanding (or considerateness or mindfulness)?

(i) According to Aristotle, prudence and wisdom have to do with different parts of the
rational part of the soul. (On the soul’s two rational parts, see Book V’s beginning.)

(@ According to him, prudence has to do with which rational part of the soul?
Explain.

(b) According to him, wisdom has to do with which rational part of the soul?
Explain.



3o0of4

4. Consider what Aristotle had to say about the difference between wisdom and prudence.
() According to Aristotle, wisdom deals with things that are just, beautiful, and good
for human beings, and prudence doesn’t deal with things that are just, beautiful, and
good for human beings.

(@ According to Aristotle, why doesn’t wisdom deal with things that are just,
beautiful, and good for human beings?

(b) According to Aristotle, why does prudence deal with things that are just,
beautiful, and good for human beings?

(i) Between prudence and wisdom, which did Aristotle think is the superior?

(iii) According to Aristotle, how is wisdom an efficient cause?

(iv) According to Aristotle, what does the difference between ends-and-means have to
do with the difference between wisdom and prudence?

(v) According to Aristotle, if someone is not wise, then why can’t they be prudent?
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5. Consider more of what Aristotle said about the difference between wisdom and prudence.

() According to Aristotle, which two virtues have to do with the moral part of the soul?

(i) According to Aristotle, how was Socrates mistaken about masterful virtue? State
the alleged mistake, and explain why Aristotle thought that it was a mistake.

(iiiy According to Aristotle, if it’s impossible for someone to be morally virtuous, then
why is it impossible for them to be truly good?

(iv) According to Aristotle, what’s the difference between prudence and moral virtue?
(Hint: According to him it’s also a key difference between prudence and wisdom.)



