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Chapter 32 - Assignment 19: Aristotle’s Eudemian Ethics, Book 7, Chapters 3—6
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To answer the following questions, read pages 26 —27 in Chapter 32.

1. According to Aristotle, friendship is like particular justice, because it involves equality.
(In Book 7, see chapters 3—4.)

() According to Aristotle, what does equality have to do with each one of the three
kinds of friendship?

(i) According to Aristotle, what are the two kinds of friendship between unequals?

(iii) According to Aristotle, is friendship possible between people who aren’t friends?
Why or why not? Explain. (Examples alone don’t count as an explanation.)
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2. According to Aristotle, friendship is like distributive justice. (In Book 7, see chapter 4.)

() According to Aristotle, how is friendship similar to distributive justice?

(i) On these matters, consider Aristotle’s two examples.

(@ According to Aristotle, why can’t an adult and a child be friends?

(b) According to Aristotle, if humans should love God, then should humans also
expect God to love them? Why or why not? Explain.

(iii) According to Aristotle, why does the truly friendly person love to love more than
they love to be loved?
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3. According to Aristotle, friendship is based on virtue, pleasure, or usefulness.

() According to Aristotle, which kind(s) of friendship did the poet Homer have in mind?
Explain your answer.

(i) According to Aristotle, which kind(s) of friendship did the playwright Euripides have
in mind? Explain your answer.

4. Consider what Aristotle had to say about love of opposites.

() According to Aristotle, if someone loves their opposite, then why would they
accidentally love something good?

(i) According to Aristotle, if someone loves their opposite, then what would they really
love?
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5. Consider what Aristotle said in Chapter 6 o Book 7 of his Eudemian Ethics.

() According to Aristotle, if two people are friends with each other, then what standard
would be a basis for how their friendship can be judged?

(i) According to Aristotle, if an adult human is incontinent, then why can’t they be
friends with themself?

(iii) According to Aristotle, if an adult human is not incontinent, then why are they
friends with themself?

(iv) According to Aristotle, why can’t a human child be friends with themself?

(v) According to Aristotle, how are human children like adult horses and adult birds?



