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Chapter 32 - Assignment 18: Aristotle’s Eudemian Ethics, Book 7, Chapters 1—2 

*~*~*

To answer the following questions, read pages 24—26 in Chapter 32.


1. Consider what Aristotle had to say about 

(i) According to Aristotle, is justice between friends always exactly the same as justice 
between non-friends? Why or why not? Explain. 
 
 
 

(ii) Based on what Alcibiades said about friendship in Plato’s First Alcibiades dialogue, 
did Aristotle think that most people agree with Alcibiades about the purpose of 
politics? Why or why not? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iii) Aristotle identified four different theories about what kind of people can be friends 
with each other. What were those four different theories about which kind of people 
can be friends? (Hint: Two of those theories are exact opposites of each other.)
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2. Aristotle identified four different theories about what kind of people can be friends with 
each other. Consider three of those four different theories.


(i) According to Aristotle, how might Empedocles have agreed with Homer about 
friendship? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) According to Aristotle, how might Euripides have agreed with Heraclitus about 
friendship? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iii) In light of Aristotle’s survey of various popular opinions about friendship, consider 
what Socrates said in Plato’s Lysis dialogue on pages 43—47 in Chapter 16. 

(a) Aristotle said, “According to some people, no bad people can be friends.” 
Would Socrates have been one of those people? Why or why not? Explain.


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(b) Aristotle said, “According to some people, only good people can be friends.” 
Would Socrates have been one of those people? Why or why not? Explain.
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3. Consider what Aristotle had to say about the ambiguity of the word “good” («ἀγαθός»).


(i) According to Aristotle, there are two different ways that something can be good. 

(a) According to Aristotle, what are two different ways that something can be 
good? 
 
 

(b) Between those two different ways that something can be good, which kind 
of good would usefulness be? 
 
 

(ii) According to Aristotle, what are three different reasons for why you might be friendly 
to someone? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iii) According to Aristotle, what is the primary kind of friendship? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


(iv) According to Aristotle, if a friendship is the primary kind of friendship, then what do 
the friends share with each other?


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(v) According to him, what are the only ways that beasts and children can be friends? 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4. According to Aristotle, if love is pleasant, then how is it an action (rather than a passion)?


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. According to Aristotle, why can’t vicious people have true friendship?



