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Chapter 32 - Assignment 16: Aristotle’s Eudemian Ethics, Book 4, Chapters 6-11
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To answer the following questions, read pages 20-24 in Chapter 32.
1. Chapters 6 &7 -

() According to Aristotle, if you do something bad, then does that make you a bad
person? Why or why not? Explain.

(i) According to Aristotle, what is political justice?

(iii) According to Aristotle, every leader is supposed to be a guardian of justice? Yet
according to Aristotle, what does it mean to guard justice?

(iv) According to Aristotle, what’s the difference between the two kinds of political
justice? (State their names, and give a clear explanation about how they’re different
from each other.)

(v) According to Aristotle, godly justice likely differs from each one of the two kinds of
political justice in exactly the same way. According to Aristotle, how does godly
justice likely differ from the two kinds of political justice?
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2. Chapter 8 -

() According to Aristotle, how are just deeds and unjust deeds alike?

(i) Recall the story about how an athlete killed Epitimus of Pharsalus with a javelin.
According to Aristotle, what are three different ways that the athlete might have
argued that he did something unjust by accident?

(iii) According to Aristotle, what are three different ways that you can harm someone?

(iv) According to Aristotle, how is it possible for someone to do something unjust
without being an unjust person?

(v) According to Aristotle, if someone does just deeds, then how can we tell whether or
not they are a just person?
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3. Chapter 9 - Consider what Aristotle had to say about wrongdoing.

() According to Aristotle, if someone does something wrong (or unjust), then do
they do so on purpose?

(i) On the difference between wronging someone and being wronged by
someone, what was Aristotle wondering?

(iii) According to Aristotle, why does nobody want to be wronged?

(iv) According to Aristotle, what’s the difference between between wronging
someone and being wronged by someone?
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4. According to Aristotle, the just people are more able than the unjust people to act unjustly,
but the just people do not act unjustly. Yet in Plato’s Lesser Hippias dialogue, Socrates said
that it’s better to do unjust deeds willingly than it is to do unjust deeds unwillingly. How

might Aristotle have been trying to solve the problem posed in Plato’s Lesser Hippias
dialogue?
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5. Chapters 10 & 11 -

() According to Aristotle, if it’s always just to be fair, then why isn’t fairness the same
as conventional justice?

(i) According to Aristotle, what does fairness have to do with exceptions to rules?

(iii) According to Aristotle, doing wrong is intrinsically worse than being wronged.
Why did he think so?

(iv) According to Aristotle, nobody can wrong themself as a whole, but someone can
wrong themself partially. Why did he think so? (Hint: Think of Plato’s Republic.)

(v) Based on what he said about injustice in the soul, to what extent did Aristotle agree
with how Socrates defined justice in Plato’s Republic?



