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Chapter 32 - Assignment 10: Aristotle’s Eudemian Ethics, Book 2, Chapters 4—5 

*~*~*

To answer the following questions, read pages 9—10 in Chapter 32.


1. Consider what Aristotle had to say in Chapter 4 of Book 2 of his Eudemian Ethics.


(i) According to Aristotle, what are the two species of virtue? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) According to Aristotle, which virtues have to do with the rational part of the soul? 
 
 
 
 
 

(iii) According to Aristotle, which virtues have to do with the irrational part of the soul? 
 
 
 
 
 

(iv) According to Aristotle, how does someone of upstanding character deal with 
pleasure and pain? 
 
 
 
 

(v) According to Aristotle, how does someone of a vile character deal with pleasure and 
pain? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. According to Aristotle, what does virtue make people do? 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3. According to Aristotle, whether or not someone is a good person depends on pleasure and 
pain. 

(i) According to Aristotle, can a good person experience excruciating pain? Why or 
why not? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) According to Aristotle, can a good person live a painless life? Why or why not? 
Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iii) According to Aristotle, can a good person live a pleasureless life? Why or why not? 
Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iv) According to Aristotle, can a good person experience overwhelming pleasure? Why 
or why not? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(v) According to Aristotle, every good person experiences how much pleasure & pain? 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4. Consider how Aristotle had clarified three different ways that something can be a mean in 
between an excess and a deficiency. 

(i) According to Aristotle, which is more unhealthy: eating too much food or eating too 
little food? Explain your answer in terms of a mean in between an excess and a 
deficiency. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) According to Aristotle, which is more unhealthy: too much exercise or too little 
exercise? Explain your answer in terms of a mean in between an excess and a 
deficiency. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iii) According to Aristotle, every virtue is a mean in between an excess and a 
deficiency, but is every virtue equidistant from (or halfway in between) an excess 
and a deficiency? Why or why not? Explain.
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5. According to Aristotle, if we stray away from the virtue of gentleness, then we most likely 
stray towards which kind of vice: a vice of excess or a vice of deficiency?  
Explain your answer.



