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*** Chapter 32 - Assignment 9: Aristotle’s Eudemian Ethics, Book 2, Chapters 2—3 *** 

*~*~*

To answer the following questions, read pages 8—9 in Chapter 32.


1. Consider what Aristotle had to say about moral character. 


(i) In Greek, how is the word for “habit” similar to the word for “character”?  
(Hint: They both can be transliterated as “ethos”.) 
 
 
 

(ii) According to Aristotle, why is moral character nurture (rather than nature)?  
Explain your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iii) According to Aristotle, what is moral character? (Hint: Think about which one of the 
ten categories is the category that includes moral character.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iv) According to Aristotle, moral character has to do with which part of the soul? 
 
 
 

(v) Consider what Aristotle had to say about virtues and vices. 

(i) According to Aristotle, what does temperance do to the emotions? 
 
 
 
 

(ii) According to Aristotle, what does intemperance do to the emotions? 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2. According to Aristotle, every behavior can be an excess, a deficiency, or a mean. 

(i) According to Aristotle, what is in between an excess and a deficiency? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) According to Aristotle, why is the mean better than excess and deficiency? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iii) According to Aristotle, if we are considering the equal, the bigger, and the smaller, 
then which is the excess, which is the deficiency, and which is the mean? 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3. In moral philosophy, Aristotle’s crowning achievement is his doctrine of the golden mean. 

(i) According to Aristotle, how is every virtue a mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) Obviously, the virtue of prudence and the vice of imprudence are opposites. Yet 
according to Aristotle, imprudence is actually two opposite kinds of imprudence. 
According to Aristotle, how are the two kinds of imprudence the opposites of each 
other? (Which is the excess and which is the deficiency?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iii) Obviously, the virtue of courage and the vice of uncourageousness are opposites. 
Yet according to Aristotle, uncourageousness is actually two opposite kinds of 
uncourageousness. According to him, how are the two kinds of uncourageousness 
the opposites of each other? (Which is excess and which is deficiency?)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iv) Obviously, the virtue of temperance and the vice of intemperance are opposites. Yet 
according to Aristotle, intemperance is actually two opposite kinds of intemperance. 
According to Aristotle, how are the two kinds of intemperance the opposites of each 
other? (Which is the excess and which is the deficiency?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(v) Obviously, the virtue of justice and the vice of injustice are opposites. Yet according 
to Aristotle, injustice is actually two opposite kinds of injustice. According to 
Aristotle, how are the two kinds of injustice the opposites of each other?  
(Which is the excess and which is the deficiency?) 

 
 



 of 4 4

4. According to Aristotle, every virtue is a mean amount of something.


(i) According to Aristotle, justice is the mean amount of what? 
 
 
 

(ii) According to Aristotle, temperance is the mean amount of what? 
 
 
 

(iii) According to Aristotle, courage is the mean amount of what? 
 
 
 

(iv) According to Aristotle, prudence is the mean amount of what? 
 
 
 

(v) According to Aristotle, the virtue of courage is a mean in between the vices of 
cowardice and recklessness. 

(a) According to Aristotle, how is cowardice an excess? 
 
 
 

(b) According to Aristotle, how is recklessness a deficiency? 
 
 
 
 

5. According to Aristotle, every virtue is a mean in between an excess and a deficiency. Yet, 
what about the opposite of virtue? What about vice? According to Aristotle, is every vice 
either an excess or a deficiency? Why or why not? Explain. 


