10f3

Chapter 25 - Assignment 18: Aristotle’s Eudemus Dialogue (on the Soul)

* _k__*

R

In order to answer the following questions, see page 49. Read this Aristotelian work carefully.

1. Aristotle’s fragmentary Eudemus dialogue was a dialogue about the soul, but why was it
titled “Eudemus”?

2. In order to explain why magnets move, Thales of Miletus said, “Everything is full of gods!”
By “gods”, Thales meant “souls”. Even if Aristotle didn’t think that everything was
besouled, did Aristotle agree with Thales about the link between souls and movement?

Why or why not? Explain.

3. On the link between the recollection theory and the theory of metempsychosis, did Aristotle
agree with Plato? Why or why not? Explain.
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4. According to Aristotle, how is illness like death?

5. The epic poet Homer said, “For human beings on earth, it’s best never to be born at all! Yet
for humans who already have been born, it’s best to pass through the gates of Hades as
quickly as possible!” What did Aristotle think about that?

6. Aristotle discussed health and illness for the soul.

() According to Aristotle, what is healthy for the soul?

(i) According to Aristotle, what is unhealthy for the soul?

7. According to Aristotle, what is health?
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8. According to Aristotle, why isn’t the soul a harmony?

9. According to Aristotle, how can we tell whether or not a body is a healthy body?

10. Refer back to Aristotle’s two reasons for thinking that the soul isn’t a harmony. In agreeing
with Plato’s Socrates that the soul isn’t a harmony, did Aristotle give the same reasons that
Plato’s Socrates gave? Why or why not? Explain. (On what Socrates had to say about that
in Plato’s Phaedo dialogue, see pages 21-22 in Chapter 23 of this textbook.)



