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Chapter 25 - Assignment 11: Aristotle’s Topics, Book 2, Chapters 2-6 — [2]
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In order to answer the following questions on Chapters 2—6 of Book 2 of Aristotle’s Topics, see
pages 25-28.

1. According to Aristotle, if all wrongdoing (or injustice) is the deliberate harming of someone,
then why is it impossible for a human to wrong a god? (See Topic 3 on page 25.)

2. According to Aristotle, what is ambiguous about the proposition “she desires candy”?
(See Chapter 3 of Book 2 of his Topics on pages 25-26.)

3. According to Aristotle, if some horse is a healthy horse, then why is some animal a healthy
animal? Explain by mentioning the relevant predicable. (See topic 2 on page 26.)
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4. According to Aristotle, how can we determine whether or not the soul is in motion?
(See topic 3 on page 26.)

5. According to Aristotle, how can someone disprove the Socratic recollection theory?
(See topic 6 on page 27.)

6. According to Aristotle, what are four different ways that someone can try to disprove the
proposition “every human is a besouled two-legged animal can be knowledgeable”?
(See chapter 5 on page 27.)
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7. For propositions “P” and “Q”, a disjunctive syllogism is a syllogism that has the following
logical form:

Premise 1: P or Q.
Premise 2: Not-P.
Conclusion: Therefore, Q.

On Topic 1 of Chapter 6 (of Book 2 of Aristotle’s Topics), what disjunctive syllogism does he
use? (See pages 27-28.)

8. Look up the term “etymological fallacy”. Based on what Aristotle said about Xenocrates,
did Xenocrates commit an etymological fallacy? Why or why not? Explain.
(See topic 2 on page 28.)
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9. Consider the indefinite proposition “Norwegians have blonde hair.” According to Aristotle,
what are the two different interpretations of that indefinite proposition?
(See topic 3 on page 28.)

10. Consider the indefinite proposition “Norwegians have blonde hair.” According to Aristotle,
what is the most obvious way to challenge, refute, or disprove that proposition?
(See topic 3 on page 28.)



