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Chapter 25 - Assignment 7: Diogenes and Plato’s Man 

~*~*~*~ 

In order to answer the following questions, see pages 14–16.


1. According to Diogenes, why did he carry around a lit lamp in broad daylight?


 
 
 

2. Upon seeing a boy drink water water with his bare hands, why did Diogenes decide to stop 
drinking water out of a cup?


 
 
 
 
 
 

3. According to Plato, how was Diogenes doglike (κυνικός)?


 
 
 
 
 
 

4. According to the Eleatic Stranger in Plato’s Statesman dialogue, every human is what kind 
of animal?
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5. By referring to the de-feathered bird as a human, what was Diogenes trying to 
demonstrate? (Hint: Think about how Speusippus reacted to what Diogenes did.)


6. How did Plato try to improve his Eleatic Stranger’s definition of “human being”?


7. How did Aristotle try to improve Plato’s definition of “human being”?


 
 

8. Why didn’t Diogenes believe in the theory of ideal forms?


9. Why didn’t Diogenes’s teacher Antisthenes believe in the theory of ideal forms?
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10. Does the so-called “Third Man Argument” defend the theory of ideal forms? Why or why 
not? Explain.



