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Chapter 23 - Assignment 6: Plato’s Phaedo Dialogue — [3] 

~*~*~*~


1. According to Cebes, if Socrates wants to convince his fellow humans not to fear death, 
then what must Socrates prove to his fellow humans? (See page 15.)


2. According to the ancient myth that was mentioned by Socrates, has every incarnated soul 
ever experienced death? Why or why not? Explain. (See pages 15–16.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. According to Cebes, if metempsychosis exists, then why are there souls in Hades?  
(See page 16.)
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4. According to Socrates, if everything that has an opposite comes from its opposite, then 
what two things must be true about the bigger and the smaller? (See page 16.)


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. According to Socrates, if opposites don’t generate each other cyclically, then why would 
everything alive eventually remain dead forever? (See pages 16–17.)


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6. According to Socrates, if opposites cyclically generate each other, then why would the soul 
be immortal? (See pages 16–17.)
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7. What is the epistemological theory of recollection? (Hint: Think of Plato’s Meno Dialogue.)


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. According to Socrates, if all knowledge is recollection, then why would the soul exist before 
the birth of its body? (See pages 17–19.)
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9. According to Socrates, if the soul is more like the invisible existence, then why would the 
soul exist after the death of its body? (See pages 19–21.)


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. According to Simmias, if the soul is more like the invisible existence, then why might the 
soul not exist after the death of its body? (See page 21.)



