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Chapter 22 - Assignment 3: Plato’s Apology Dialogue — [1]
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1. Socrates had various accusers. (See pages 5-7.)

() According to Socrates, why was Aristophanes more dangerous to him than Meletus,
Anytus, and Lycon? Answer in your own words.

(i) According to Socrates, what did Aristophanes accuse him of doing?

(i) How did Socrates defend himself against the old accusations by Aristophanes?

(iv) According to Socrates, why was he not a sophist?

(v) According to Socrates, why did he have a bad reputation?
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2. Chaerephon asked Apollo about Socrates. (See pages 7-8.)

() What question did Chaerephon ask Apollo?

(i) Speaking through the priestess, what did Apollo say about Socrates?

(iii) According to Xenophon’s Apology, did Apollo say the same thing? Why or why not?
Explain.

(iv) Hoping to prove Apollo wrong, Socrates sought out people who had a reputation for
being wise. Yet whenever he found such a person, he concluded that they weren’t
wise at all.

(@) According to Socrates, why weren’t they wise?

(b) According to Socrates, why was he wise?
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3. After accepting that Apollo only ever speaks the truth, Socrates sought out politicians,
poets, and craftsmen. (See pages 7-8.)

() Why did Socrates seek out politicians, poets, and craftsmen? According to him,
what did politicians, poets, and craftsmen have in common with each other?

(i) When meeting with politicians, what observation did Socrates make?
(Hint: It was ironic.)

(i) When meeting with poets, Socrates observed that might have inspired what he’d
said about the poets in Plato’s lon. Accordingly, how might his observation have
inspired what he’d said about the poets in Plato’s lon? (See pages 24-25 in Unit 16.)

(iv) According to Socrates, how are the craftsmen wiser than him?

(v) According to Socrates, how is he wiser than the craftsmen, poets, and politicians?
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4. According to Socrates, his human wisdom has hurt his reputation. (See pages 7-9.)

() According to Socrates, how did his reputation as a sage (or wise man) make certain
people think that he was corrupting the youth?

(i) According to Socrates, what are three unpopular things that philosophers had a
reputation for doing? [This is an all-or-nothing question.]

(iiiy According to Socrates, why is he disliked by Anytus?

(iv) According to Socrates, why is he disliked by Lycon?

(v) According to Socrates, why is he disliked by Meletus?
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5. According to Socrates, Meletus is unjust. Why did he think so? (See page 9.)



