
3rd grade ELA
Newsletter

March 9-13

Reminders

Portfolio #6:  3/11/2026

Grammar Quiz: 3/12/2026

Assessments

Portfolio every Wednesday! 

Homework:
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Complete the attached worksheets
and turn in entire packet on Friday. 

Pass 2 iReady lessons in your
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Thursday
IXL DDD.6: Punctuating Dialogue

Monday
Read “Grandma’s Secret” and “A

Surprise Talent” and answer
questions 1-2, highlight text

evidence

Tuesday
Read “Grandma’s Secret” and “A

Surprise Talent” and answer
questions 3-5, highlight text

evidence

Wednesday
Punctuating Dialogue Practice

Pages

Novel Studies:
3A, 3B, 3C: Charlotte’s Web
3D, 3E: I Survived the Great

Chicago Fire



Weekly Reading Skills



Grammar



1 Annie’s friends came over for a sleepover and brought a karaoke 
machine. It was fun to hear their own voices blasting through the
speaker. They held a singing competition in Annie’s living room,
with Grandma as the judge. When Annie’s friends tried to get
Grandma to sing, she just shook her head and chuckled. “She’s just
shy,” explained Annie to her friends. “Right, Grandma?”

2 Grandma just smiled mysteriously. Annie thought this was 
strange. She wondered what Grandma was thinking, but she soon 
forgot about it, with all the songs and laughter. 

Read both passages and then answer the questions that follow.

Passage 1

by Kat Williams

438 UNIT ASSESSMENT | ©Curriculum Associates, LLC Copying is not permitted.

ASSESSMENT
Monday and Tuesday



3 The next day, Grandma brought down a small, dust-covered box 
from the attic. “Come over here. I want to show you some old
photographs,” she said. “I think you’ll get a kick out of them.”

4 One photo showed four teenage girls singing on a stage, 
gathered around a microphone. They were wearing matching 
dresses, and their hair was elaborately styled. “Who are these 
people?” Annie asked. 

5 “Look at the girl on the right,” Grandma said. Annie leaned 
closer, peering at the photograph.

6 

7 

“Oh my gosh, Grandma! That’s you! What are you doing?”
“I’m singing on a TV show with my group, The Wildflowers,” 

Grandma said. “It was about 50 years ago. We recorded a song, 
and it played on the radio. It was so popular that we were asked to 
perform it on TV.”

8

9 

“Why didn’t you tell me this before?” asked Annie.
Grandma smiled. “Oh, I guess I just haven’t thought about it for 

a long time.”

10 

11 

“So, when you wouldn’t sing with us yesterday . . .”
“Well, to be honest, it’s been a long time since I sang in front of 

a crowd,” said Grandma. “I’m pretty rusty! Besides, I prefer to sing 
as part of a group. Did you know Uncle Wayne played guitar in a 
band? Next time, maybe he can come over and the three of us can 
sing together. He can bring a real microphone and an amplifier to 
connect it to, so our voices can be heard.”

12 Annie looked at Grandma with surprise. She couldn’t believe 
her family had kept her in the dark about their musical past. 
Then, with a joyful smile, she said, “OK, Grandma, it’s time to 
come clean. What else haven’t you told me about?”

elaborately = to do something with great care and attention to detail

prefer = to choose one thing over another
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1 Kainon’s mind was made up. He was going to sign up for the 
talent show once and for all. He’d walked by his teachers’ classroom
a million times on Friday but never stopped to add his name. No
more dragging his feet, though. So what if he’d never performed for
anyone besides his cat? He was ready. 

2 Nobody at school knew he liked to sing, but Kainon was ready to 
take his chance and get on stage to sing his heart out. 

3 That Monday morning before first period, he made his way to 
his music teacher’s room. When he opened the door, he stopped in 
his tracks. 

4 

5 

“Hi, Kainon,” Ms. Witt said. 
Kainon waved, but it wasn’t the teacher he was looking at. It was 

the other person in the room—his friend Tristen. 

ASSESSMENT

Passage 2

A Surprise Talent by Brooks 
Benjamin
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6 Kainon walked over to the table where the sign-up sheet was. 
“Hey, Tristen. You’re trying out for the talent show?” 

Tristen’s cheeks burned. “I—I was thinking about it. I don’t know.” 
“Oh, cool,” Kainon said. “Yeah, I was thinking about it. too.” 

“What’re you gonna do?” Tristen asked. 
Kainon cleared his throat, trying to ignore the butterflies in his 

stomach. “I, um, was going to maybe . . . sing.”

 Tristen’s jaw nearly hit the floor. “Really? You’re not going to 
believe this,” he said. “I’m signing up to sing, too! Why didn’t you 
tell me you like to sing?” 

Kainon shrugged. “Well, I’m not really sure how good I am. I just 
do it for fun. But, hey, you never told me, either.”

 “Yeah, I guess you’re right.” Tristen chuckled, then was struck by 
a brilliant idea. “Hey, so if you’re going to sing, and I’m going to 
sing, then maybe—”
 Kainon’s eyes lit up. “Maybe we could sing together!”

 “For real?” Tristen asked.
 “Yeah! I mean if we’re allowed to,” Kainon said, nodding. 

Kainon turned to his teacher. “Ms. Witt, we’re both singing, so 
can we sign up as a team?”
 Ms. Witt smiled. “I think the audience would love to hear a duet. 
That’s a fantastic idea!”
 Kainon and Tristen exchanged a quick smile and grabbed a pen 
to add their names. Who knew what else they had in common? 
Maybe one day he’d find out. 

But first?

 He and Tristen had a duet to get ready for!

ignore = pay no attention to
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Respond to Text
Reread/Think

 1.

2. 

PART A
Read this sentence from Passage 1.

PART B
Which detail from Passage 1 best helps the reader understand the meaning
of mysteriously?

A “she just shook her head and chuckled” (paragraph 1)

B “‘She’s just shy.’” (paragraph 1)

C “She wondered what Grandma was thinking” (paragraph 2)

D “but she soon forgot about it” (paragraph 2)

What does the word mysteriously tell readers about Grandma’s smile?

A She is trying to be polite.

B She is keeping her thoughts to herself.

C She is laughing at Annie’s joke.

D She is feeling cheerful. 

Which detail from Passage 1 is most important to include in a summary 
of the story?
A Grandma’s singing group was called The Wildflowers.

B Uncle Wayne has a real microphone and a guitar. 

C Grandma hasn’t sung in front of people for a long time. 

D Annie is surprised to learn about the musicians in her family.

“Grandma just smiled mysteriously.” (paragraph 2)
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4. 

3. Read the following sentences from Passage 2. 

What does the phrase cheeks burned tell the reader about Tristen?

A He feels a little sick.

B He feels full of hope.

C He feels surprised.

D He feels embarrassed.

Read the following sentences from Passage 2.

Which two context clues help the reader understand the meaning of duet?

A “allowed to” (paragraph 16)

B “both singing” (paragraph 17)

C “sign up” (paragraph 17)

D “as a team” (paragraph 17)

E “fantastic idea” (paragraph 18) 

“Ms. Witt smiled. ‘I think the audience would love to hear a duet.
That’s a fantastic idea!’” (paragraph 18)

“Tristen’s cheeks burned. ‘I—I was thinking about it. I don’t know.’”
(paragraph 7)
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5. Choose whether each detail describes Passage 1, Passage 2, or both passages.
Fill in one bubble in each row.

The characters like to perform. 

Two characters find out that they 
share the same secret talent.
One of the two main characters 
has been on TV.
A character is nervous about 
something.

Passage 1 Passage 2 Both
Passages
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Punctuating Dialogue
Lesson #19 X.#.#: 

 “
 Carlos asked Do you think it will be boring?

I think we’ll have a great time! Tanisha added.

 Then Justin explained It’s a chance to go someplace new.

When characters in a story talk to each other, this is a dialogue. When 
you write a dialogue, use quotation marks (“ ”) before and after each speaker’s words.

Mr. Simons said, “We’re going on a field trip!” 

“Hooray!” the class shouted.

When a speaker’s words come last in a sentence, use a comma (,) to separate the speaker’s 

words from the rest of the sentence.

Myra asked, “Where are we going?” 

Mr. Simons answered, “We are going to the Natural History Museum.” 

Read each sentence. Then rewrite the sentence on the line below,
adding quotation marks and commas where needed.

1 I am so excited about our trip to the museum! Janie said.

Introduction

Guided Practice

2

3

4

Hint: The end
punctuation
after a
speaker’s
words should
be inside the
quotation
marks.
Correct: “It’s a
dog, isn’t it?”
Incorrect: “It’s a
dog, isn’t it”?

Wednesday
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Independent Practice

1

2

3

4

5

Alberto asked. “What is this?”

Alberto asked, “What is this”?

Alberto asked “What is this”!

Alberto asked, “What is this?”

Billy announced, “It’s a fossil footprint.”

Billy announced. “It’s a fossil footprint.”

Billy announced “It’s a fossil footprint”.

“Billy announced, “It’s a fossil footprint.

“This museum is gigantic”! Anna exclaimed.

“This museum is gigantic!” Anna exclaimed.

“This museum is gigantic! Anna exclaimed.”

This museum is gigantic! “Anna exclaimed.”

Celia said, “Everyone should visit this museum.”

Celia said “Everyone should visit this museum.”

Celia said, Everyone should visit this museum.

“Celia said” Everyone should visit this museum.

I’ve never seen anything like it! Juanita replied.

I’ve never seen anything like it! “Juanita replied.”

“I’ve never seen anything like it!” Juanita replied.

“I’ve never seen anything like it! Juanita replied.”

For numbers 1–5, choose the sentence in each group that uses correct punctuation.

Wednesday


