
Chapter 19 - Assignment 3: Plato’s Phaedrus Dialogue — [2] 
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In order to answer the following questions, read pages 7–8 in Chapter 19. 

1. At giving a speech, why did Socrates think that he could do better than Lysias?


 
 
 

2. In order to explain the three parts of every human being’s soul, Socratic used the metaphor 
of a charioteer driving a chariot pulled by two horses. 

(i) ALL-OR-NOTHING: According to Socrates (in books 3 & 4 of Plato’s Republic), what 
are the three parts of the soul? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) Which one of a soul’s three parts is symbolized by the beautiful-and-good horse? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iii) Which one of a soul’s three parts is symbolized by the charioteer? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(iv) Which one of a soul’s three parts is symbolized by the ugly-and-bad horse? 
 
 
 



3. According to Socrates, what does the difference between nature and nurture have to do 
with the difference between the two forces that guide every human’s soul?


(i) Which one of those two forces is a natural desire?

 
 
 
 

(ii) Which one of those two forces is a nurtured desire?

 
 
 
 
 

4. According to Socrates, what is temperance? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. According to Socrates, how are hubris and love alike? (Hint: It has to do with the soul.) 


