II. Greek Dark Age & Archaic Near East (c. 1100–750 BCE)



Greeks


· Homer (traditional date c. 8th century BCE) – Composer of the Iliad and Odyssey
· Hesiod – Theogony and Works and Days



Persians / Iranian World


· Zoroaster (Zarathustra) – Prophet of Zoroastrianism (date debated, often placed c. 1000–600 BCE)

· Enormous influence on Persian kingship, ethics, and cosmology
· 





III. Archaic Period (c. 750–500 BCE)



Greeks


· Lycurgus of Sparta – Lawgiver (semi-legendary)
· Draco – Athenian lawgiver
· Solon – Athenian reformer and poet
· Peisistratus – Tyrant of Athens
· Pythagoras – Philosopher and mathematician
· Thales of Miletus – Early natural philosopher
· Sappho – Lyric poet of Lesbos



Persians


· Achaemenes – Legendary founder of the Achaemenid line
· Teispes – Early Persian ruler
· Cyrus I – King of Anshan
· Cambyses I – Father of Cyrus the Great





IV. Early Achaemenid Empire & Greek Classical Period (c. 550–480 BCE)



Persians


· Cyrus the Great – Founder of the Persian Empire
· Cambyses II – Conqueror of Egypt
· Bardiya (Smerdis) – Short-reigning king
· Darius I (the Great) – Organizer of the empire, builder of Persepolis
· Atossa – Powerful royal woman, mother of Xerxes



Greeks


· Cleisthenes – Founder of Athenian democracy
· Herodotus – “Father of History”
· Aeschylus – Tragedian, veteran of Marathon
· Pindar – Lyric poet





V. Greco-Persian Wars (c. 499–449 BCE)



Persians


· Darius I – Against Ionian Revolt and Marathon
· Xerxes I – King during Thermopylae and Salamis
· Mardonius – Persian general
· Artemisia of Halicarnassus – Naval commander



Greeks


· Miltiades – Victory at Marathon
· Themistocles – Architect of Salamis
· Leonidas I – King of Sparta at Thermopylae
· Pausanias – Spartan general at Plataea
· Euripides – Tragedian reflecting Persian War themes





VI. High Classical Greece & Later Achaemenids (c. 450–400 BCE)



Greeks


· Pericles – Leader of Athens
· Socrates – Philosopher
· Plato – Philosopher
· Aristotle – Philosopher
· Thucydides – Historian
· Phidias – Sculptor of the Parthenon



Persians


· Artaxerxes I
· Xerxes II
· Darius II
· Tissaphernes – Satrap involved in Peloponnesian War politics





VII. 4th Century BCE: Collapse & Conquest (c. 400–323 BCE)



Persians


· Artaxerxes II – Battle of Cunaxa
· Cyrus the Younger – Challenger prince
· Artaxerxes III – Restorer of central power
· Darius III – Last Persian king



Greeks / Macedonians


· Xenophon – Anabasis
· Epaminondas – Theban general
· Philip II of Macedon – Creator of Macedonian power
· Demosthenes – Athenian orator
· Alexander the Great – Conqueror of Persia





VIII. Early Hellenistic Period (323–200 BCE)



Greeks / Macedonian Successors


· Ptolemy I Soter – Egypt
· Seleucus I Nicator – Asia
· Antigonus I Monophthalmus
· Demetrius Poliorcetes
· Cassander – Macedonia



Persians / Iranian World


· Persian elites absorbed into Hellenistic kingdoms
· Bactrian and Persian satraps become Greek-speaking rulers





IX. Late Hellenistic Period (200–31 BCE)



Greeks


· Antiochus III – Seleucid ruler
· Cleopatra VII – Ptolemaic queen (Greek Macedonian)
· Polybius – Historian
· Archimedes – Scientist
· Epicurus – Philosopher
· Zeno of Citium – Founder of Stoicism



Persians


· Arsaces I – Founder of the Parthian Empire (Iranian successor culture)
· Mithridates I of Parthia – Restored Iranian rule in former Persian lands

