Laws for a New World — Creating the Modern Ten Commandments 
Due December 9

Over 3,000 years ago, the Hebrews received the Ten Commandments — a set of moral laws meant to shape how people lived together and related to the divine. These commandments influenced Western ideas of justice, ethics, and responsibility. But every civilization faces its own moral challenges. What would a new set of laws look like for our modern (or future) world?  It could be a colony on another planet, a new society after an apocalyptic event, or a world in a whole new universe.  Be creative.  
In this project, you will become the “chosen people” receiving a new set of commandments from a higher being; but this time, that being might be God, Mother Earth, an advanced AI, an alien civilization, or another force you invent. Your task: create and explain a new code of ten laws for humanity today (or in the future).
Your slides will include Part 1, which discusses the original ten Commandments; Part 2, which introduces your new commandments, and Part 3, which reflects what your laws reveal about your and society’s values.  Part 4 will be the “tablets” you design and present to the class as if they were the new society to whom you are giving the laws.  
Part 1: Understanding the Past
Before writing your own commandments, you’ll:
1. Read and discuss the original Ten Commandments.
2. Paraphrase each one in your own words.
3. Analyze:
   - Which ones still apply today?
   - Which feel less relevant?
   - What do they reveal about the values of ancient Hebrew society?
Part 2: Writing the New Commandments
Imagine that the world has changed — maybe after a great crisis, a new age of technology, or even the colonization of another planet. A higher power has chosen to give humanity a new moral code. Write Ten Commandments for the Modern World that reflect what people today need most to live well and peacefully.
Guidelines
- You must write 10 distinct laws.
- Each law should be short and powerful (1–2 sentences max).
- After each law, include a short explanation (3–5 sentences) about what it means and why it matters in today’s world.
- Identify who or what gave the commandments (God, AI, Gaia, The Universe, etc.) and describe that being’s purpose.
- Give your commandments a title (e.g., The Code of the New Dawn, The Ten Principles of Survival).
Part 3: Reflection
On your slides, explain:
- Which of your commandments would be hardest for modern people to follow, and why?
- Which of the original Hebrew commandments still matter most to you?
- What do your new laws reveal about the values of our world today?
Part 4: Presentation 
1. Visual Display: Design your “tablets” (paper or poster) showing your commandments in a creative format.
2. Mini Manifesto: Write a one-page declaration from your higher being explaining why these laws must be followed.
3. Speech or Performance: Present your commandments dramatically — as if you’re delivering them to humanity.



Grading Rubric (100 Points Total)
	Category
	Description
	Points

	Historical Understanding
	Shows understanding of the Ten Commandments’ purpose and context
	20

	Creativity and Insight
	Ideas are original, thought-provoking, and relevant to the modern world
	25

	Clarity and Explanation
	Laws are clearly written and well explained
	25

	Presentation or Writing Quality
	Work is organized, neat, and thoughtful
	15

	Reflection
	Shows depth and self-awareness
	15



