BUILD! BARGAIN! BATTLE! 
Egyptian Pharaohs and Monuments Project Packet
Egyptian Pharaohs and Monuments Project
In this project, students will work in groups of up to four to research the life, times, and monumental achievements of an ancient Egyptian pharaoh. The goal is to understand how political power, religion, and art intersected in the construction of Egypt’s most iconic monuments.
Project Overview
Each group will select (or be assigned) one pharaoh from Egyptian history. They will research that pharaoh’s biography, the social, political, and religious context of their reign, and the monument or monuments associated with them.
Research Components
Each group’s research should include the following:
1. Biography – Key events, policies, and accomplishments of the pharaoh’s reign.
2. Sociopolitical Context – Major wars, alliances, or internal changes during their time.
3. Religious Context – The gods or cults connected with the pharaoh; how religion shaped kingship.
4. Monument Study – Design, purpose, materials, symbolism, and historical significance.
5. Legacy – How this pharaoh influenced Egyptian history or later rulers.
Presentation Components
Each group will create a presentation with the following elements:
Poster Board – Summarize research visually (timeline, images, maps, and main points).
Slides – Include visuals of monuments, key facts, and analysis.
Speaking Component – Present research findings clearly and collaboratively. Everyone speaks!
'If We Were Pharaoh' Slide(s) – A creative segment imagining what kind of monument your group would build and why.
Assessment Rubric
	Category
	Points
	Description

	Research Depth
	25
	Accurate, detailed information about the pharaoh and context. Include primary sources such as inscriptions, hymns, or reliefs.

	Monument Analysis
	25
	Clear connection between the monument and its political/religious meaning.

	Presentation Skills
	20
	Engaging, clear, and well-organized speaking component.

	Visuals (Poster/Slides)
	15
	Attractive, creative, and informative visual materials.

	‘If We Were Pharaoh’ Creativity
	15
	Originality and thoughtful reflection on monument design.


Egyptian Pharaohs and Monuments Research Worksheet
Use this worksheet to guide your group’s research and organize your findings. Be sure to use credible sources and record your notes clearly. Each team member should contribute.
Group Information
Pharaoh: ____________________________________________
Group Members: _______________________________________
Presentation Date: ____________________________________
1. Pharaoh’s Biography
Summarize the main events of your pharaoh’s life and reign. Include dates, key achievements, and major challenges.
[bookmark: _Hlk211585554]Notes:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Sociopolitical Context
Describe the political and social situation of Egypt during this pharaoh’s reign. Were there wars, alliances, or internal reforms? How stable was Egypt?
Notes:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Religious Context
What role did religion play during this pharaoh’s time? Which gods or cults were especially important? Did the pharaoh change or emphasize any new religious ideas?
Notes:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Monument Study
Name and describe the monument(s) associated with this pharaoh. Include its location, design, materials, purpose, and what it reveals about the pharaoh’s values or priorities.
Notes:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Legacy
How did this pharaoh influence Egypt after their reign ended? What do modern historians or archaeologists say about them?
Notes:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. 'If We Were Pharaoh' Reflection
Imagine your group ruled ancient Egypt. What kind of monument would you build, and why? Describe its purpose, location, materials, and symbolism. You can sketch your monument below or on another page.
Sketch/Notes:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Sources
List at least five reliable sources (books, academic websites, museum databases, etc.) that you used for your research.

1. ____________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________
4. ____________________________________________
5. _____________________________________________
