
Learning is interdisciplinary; let’s bring some math into the discussion! 
 
Let’s do some calculations to figure out what a Gatsby party might cost in 2025.  
 
 Below is a chart of items Gatsby would have had at his parties based on items mentioned in the 
novel and the cost of said items in 1922. 
  
 

 
 
 

1.​ Based on the above numbers, how much would a party cost at Gatsby? 
 
 
 
 
 

2.​ Given that there are 12 weeks in the summer season, and considering that Gatsby spent 
the same amount on each weekly party, how much money did Gatsby spend on partying 
over the summer? 



 
 
 
 
 

3.​ Now, I want you to convert the item costs from the table above to the amount they would 
cost in 2025 (use this inflation calculator to help https://www.usinflationcalculator.com/)  

 
 
 
 
 

4.​ So how much would a 2025 Gatsby party cost? 
 
 
 
 

5.​ How much would a summer of 2025 Gatsby parties cost? 
 
 
 
 

6.​ Why do you think Gatsby, and West Egg in general, bothers to be so extravagant? What 
purpose does it serve? Incorporate a discussion of the theme ‘appearances vs. reality’ 
here. In your opinion, which should be held in higher standing - old money or new 
money? 

 

https://www.usinflationcalculator.com/

