
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Week of:  September 8-12

Weekly Homework Spelling

1.  crop 
2.plan
3.thing
4.smell
5.shut
6.sticky
7.spent
8. lunch
9.pumpkin

10.clock
11.gift
12.class
13.skip
14.swing
15.wedge

Homework
Completion

Teacher Email: kathryn.aroche@archimedean.org

HOMEWORK: 3A, 3DHOMEWORK: 3A, 3D

Wednesday

Monday

Short Vowel Practice p. 4Tuesday

Re-read “Marisol McDonald
Doesn’t Match” in HMH

Thursday

“Reading to Max” read
passage and answer q. 1-3

Complete the attached worksheets and turn in entire packet on Friday. 
NAME:_______________  SECTION:____NAME:_______________  SECTION:____

“Reading to Max” re-read
passage and answer q. 4-5
(#5 should be in complete
sentences)

Weekly Spelling Quiz: Thursday,
9/11
Grammar Quiz: Thursday, 9/11

Module 1 Week 1 Assessment: Friday, September 12

Reminders

Teacher Planning Day

Purchase and bring novels Friday, 9/12
3A: The BFG
3D: Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

September 9 Open House

September 23

September 10 FAST ELA MAKE-UP



Weekly Reading Skills Focus



Grammar 

Vocabulary Strategies 



Tuesday



[10] 

Name:

Heather Klassen has written for Highlights. In this short story, a boy reads to a cat at an animal
shelter. As you read, take notes on the relationship between the boy and the cat. 

[1] “This Saturday, we’ll be visiting cats at the 
animal shelter. If you’d like to join us, here’s a 
flyer,”1 said Ms. Delgado, the school 
librarian. 
Ben loved cats, and he had always wanted 
one. He hurried to grab a flyer. Then Ms. 
Delgado added, “We’ll be reading to the cats.” 

Ben stopped. Reading was hard. Still, he really 
wanted to visit the cats, so he took a flyer 
anyway. 

After school, Ben showed the flyer to Dad. 

"Ben started reading, and Max purred." by 
Renee Kurilla is used with permission. 

[5] “That sounds great,” Dad said. 

On Saturday, Ben and Dad met some of Ben’s classmates and their parents at the shelter.

“This is Max,” the shelter worker told Ben as she handed him a gray cat.

Ben carried Max to a beanbag chair. When Ben sat down, Max settled onto his lap.

“Here’s my book,” Ben told Max. He had taken a book he’d been working on. He started reading, 
and Max purred. After a few minutes, Ben looked up. Some of the cats stayed on his 
classmates’ laps, but other cats roamed2 the room while the kids read. 

Ben stroked Max’s back. I’m glad Max is staying and listening to me read, he thought. 

1. a piece of paper advertising something 
2. Roam(verb)to go from place to place without purpose 
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On the way home, Ben told Dad, “Max is the best cat ever.” 

“I’m glad you two are buddies,” Dad said. All week, Ben waited for Saturday. When it arrived, 
Ben got to read to Max again. Ben read and read while Max purred and purred. 
“What if someone adopts Max?” Ben asked Dad later.

“I guess you’d read to a different cat,” Dad said. 

[15] But I don’t want a different cat, Ben thought. 

Ben even told his next-door neighbor, Mrs. Patel, about Max.

“Max sounds like a special cat,” said Mrs. Patel.

Ben agreed.

Every Saturday, Ben read to Max. “I wish we could adopt Max,” Ben said to Dad. He knew they 
couldn’t. Mom had allergies. 

[20] Dad nodded. “But it’s nice you can see Max at the shelter, right?” 

“Yeah,” said Ben. One day at school, Ben realized that reading seemed easier. Still, he was

surprised when Ms. 
Delgado gave him the Most Improved Reader award. “I want to show my award to Max,” Ben 
told Dad. 

But on Saturday, Ben couldn’t find Max at the shelter. “Someone must have adopted Max.

What if I never see him again?” Ben said, frowning. Just 
then, Mrs. Patel walked into the visitors’ room, carrying Max. 

[25] “Max is a special cat,” Mrs. Patel said. “So I’m adopting him. You can come over every day to visit 
him.” 
Having Max next door will be almost like having him as my own cat, Ben thought. He smiled at Mrs. 
Patel. 
“Now we can read every day,” Ben told Max as he stroked the cat’s back.

Max purred. 

All Highlights material is copyrighted by Highlights for Children, Inc., and/or various authors and 
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Text-Dependent Questions 

Directions: For the following questions,choose the best answer orrespond in complete
sentences. 

1. PART A: What is the main theme of the short story? 

A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 

There's nothing harder than losing a close friend. 
With enough practice, you can improve at anything. 
It's important to help animals in need, when you can. 
Humans and animals can offer each other support and friendship. 

2. PART B: Which detail from the story best supports the answer to Part A? 

A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 

"Ben stopped. Reading was hard. Still, he really wanted to visit the cats, so 
he took a flyer anyway." (Paragraph 3) 
"When it arrived, Ben got to read to Max again. Ben read and read while 
Max purred and purred." (Paragraph 12)
"'I wish we could adopt Max,' Ben said to Dad. He knew they couldn't. 
Mom had allergies." (Paragraph 19) 
"Still, he was surprised when Ms. Delgado gave him the Most Improved 
Reader award." (Paragraph 22) 

3. How does Ben feels about Max getting adopted? 

A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 

He doesn't want to lose his reading buddy. 
He wants Max to find a good family. 
He thinks that Max would miss him a lot. 
He doesn't want Max to be taken from the other cats. 

4. How does reading to Max affect Ben? 

A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 

He learns to develop better social skills. 
He realizes how much he loves animals. 
He decides he wants to work with animals when he grows up. 
He becomes much better at reading. 
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5. Why is it important to the story that Ben talks to Mrs. Patel about Max? 
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