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Chapter 18 - Assignment 8: Plato’s Gorgias Dialogue — [6]
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In order to answer the following questions, read pages 26-29 in Chapter 18.

1. According to Socrates, if justice is for the strong to rule over the weak, then why is it
just for slaves to rule over their master? (See page 26.)

2. According to Callicles, what is the relationship between freedom and happiness?
(See page 27.)

3. According to Callicles, why can’t a corpse (or dead body) be happy? (See page 27.)
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4. According to Callicles, if pleasure is always flowing into the most pleasant life, then
why is the most pleasant life like a leaky jar? (See page 27.)
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5. Everyone thirsty wants to quench their thirst. (See pages 27-28.)

() According to Callicles, if someone is thirsty, then how is their thirst?

(@) pleasant and not painful
(b) painful and not pleasant
(c) both pleasant and painful
(

d) neither pleasant nor painful

(i) According to Callicles, if someone is quenching their thirst,
then how is the quenching of their thirst?

(@) pleasant and not painful
(b) painful and not pleasant
(c) both pleasant and painful
(

d) neither pleasant nor painful

(iii) According to Callicles, if someone thirsty is quenching their thirst,
then what are they feeling?

(@) some pleasure but no pain
(b) some pain but no pleasure
(c) both pleasure and pain

(

d) neither pleasure nor pain

(iv) According to Callicles, if someone’s thirst is quenched,
then what are they feeling?

(@) some pleasure but no pain
(b) some pain but no pleasure
(c) both pleasure and pain

(

d) neither pleasure nor pain
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6. Socrates and Callicles discussed the virtue of courage. (See pages 28-29.)

() Socrates said, “In war, soldiers always enjoy it when their enemy retreats
from the battlefield.” Between a courageous soldier and a cowardly soldier,
which kind of soldier did Socrates think enjoys it more when their enemy
retreats from the battlefield?

(i) Socrates said, “In war, soldiers always are distressed when they are about to
face their enemy on the battlefield.” Between a courageous soldier and a
cowardly soldier, which kind of soldier did Socrates think is more distressed
when they are about to fave their enemy on the battlefield?

(iii) According to Socrates, what’s the difference between a courageous person

and a cowardly person?

(iv) According to Callicles (and Socrates), what’s the difference between a good
person and a bad person?



