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Chapter 15 - Assignment 2: Plato’s Timaeus Dialogue — [1] 

*~*~*

In order to answer the following questions, read pages 6—9 in Chapter 15.


1. Before telling the rest of the Atlantis story, Critias wanted Timaeus to tell a story. 

(i) According to Critias, how should Timaeus’ story begin? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) According to Critias, how should Timaeus’ story end? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why did Timaeus think that the demiurge used a permanent paradigm as a model for 
creating the universe? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. According to Timaeus, why did God want the cosmos to be good? (Hint: Think about how 
Timaeus described God, and think about how Timaeus portrayed the cosmos as an 
imitation of God.)
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4. According to Timaeus, what are the four kinds of animal? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. According to Timaeus, which kind of animal created the other three kinds of animal?  
(Hint: Which kind of animal has only a primary cause?) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6. According to Timaeus, what is the primary cause of birds? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. According to Timaeus, what is the secondary cause of birds?
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8. What is metempsychosis (μετεμψύχωσις)?


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

9. Did Timaeus believe in metempsychosis? Why or why not? Explain.


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. According to Timaeus, what is the greatest good?  
(Hint: According to him, the gods gifted it to humans.)



