
 of 1 4

Chapter 13 - Assignment 2: The Republic (Book II) 

*~*~*


In order to answer the following questions, read Book 2 of Plato’s Republic (Πολιτεία) on pages 
8—13 in Chapter 13.


1. Why did Glaucon mention the Ring of Gyges? (What was Glaucon wondering?)


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. According to Socrates, justice is only ever good, and injustice is only ever bad. 

(i) According to Socrates, what’s so good about justice?


(ii) According to Socrates, what’s so bad about injustice?
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3. In order to help him explain what justice is, what analogy did Socrates decide to make?


4. As part of his analogy, Socrates was trying to find ethics in a city [or polis (πόλις)].


(i) In the city, which virtue was he trying to find? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) The opposite of virtue is vice. In the city, which vice was Socrates trying to find?
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5. In his quest for the best city, Socrates noted the so-called “healthy city” («ὑγιής πόλις»). 
According to Socrates, how would the healthy city’s diet be like the Pythagorean diet? (If 
you don’t remember what the Pythagorean diet was, review Chapter 6.)


6. According to Glaucon, the best city would be a luxurious city, and its diet would be the 
traditional Ancient Greek diet. Yet according to Socrates, Glaucon’s city would be a very 
unhealthy city, and it would be larger than the healthy city. Why did Socrates think so?


 

 

 
 

7. How did Socrates describe Glaucon’s luxurious city? 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8. According to Socrates, how is a good political guardian like a good watchdog?


9. According to Socrates, what does philosophy have to do with good political guardianship? 
(Hint: Don’t overthink this question. We’re not there yet.)


10. According to Socrates (and Glaucon’s brother Adeimantus), why should children be 
sheltered from stories about heroes and gods who misbehave?


 
 


