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Chapter 11 - Assignment 1: Empedocles of Akragas 

*~*~*


In order to answer the following questions, read pages 3—19 in Chapter 11.


1. On what change is, how did Empedocles of Akragas and Anaxagoras of Clazomenae 
agree with each other?


2. On the one hand, Empedocles agreed with Anaxagoras that change is merely a mixing 
or separating of things. Yet on the other hand, Empedocles disagreed with Anaxagoras 
about what causes the mixing and separating.


(i) According to Anaxagoras, what causes the mixing?


(ii) According to Anaxagoras, what causes the separating?


(iii) According to Empedocles, what causes the mixing?


(iv) According to Empedocles, what causes the separating?


3. According to Empedocles there is a natural pattern to how things change.  

(i) When nature cycles from the reign of love to the reign of strife, are things 
separating or are things mixing?


(ii) When nature cycles from the reign of strife to the reign of love, are things 
separating or are things mixing?
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4. According to Empedocles, life can exist only during two opposite periods in the cycle of 
love and strife. What are those two periods?


5. Empedocles ended a deadly plague in Selinunte.


(i) How did Empedocles put an end to the plague in Selinunte?


(ii) In order to stop the deadly plague, what theory from his natural philosophy did 
he apply? (Hint: It is one of the parts of his natural philosophy that was part of 
Anaxagoras’ natural philosophy as well.)


