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Chapter 3 - Assignment 1 

1. Epimenides of Knossos was a Cretan, because he was from Crete. Consider how he said, 
“Cretans, always liars!” When he said that, was he telling a lie? Why or why not? Explain. 
(See page 3 in Chapter 3.)


2. The first person ever to be called a tyrant was King Gyges of Lydia.  
(See pages 4—5 in Chapter 3.)


(i) Gyges found a ring that could make him invisible. If you could make yourself 
invisible, would you act any differently? Why or why not? Explain.


(ii) Gyges faced a dilemma. On the one hand, he could be punished with the death 
penalty for a crime that he didn’t commit. On the other hand, he could be rewarded 
for committing the crime of murder.  What did his dilemma have to do with the 
difference between doing wrong and being wronged?
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3. Draco of Athens wrote draconian laws for Athens. (See pages 12—13 in Chapter 3.)


(i) Why did Draco make the death penalty the punishment for every crime?


(ii) What does the adjective “draconian” mean? If you don’t know what the word 
means, then you can look up the definition.


(iii) How were Draco’s laws draconian laws?


(iv) In your opinion, are draconian laws ever appropriate? Why or why not? Explain.


(v) What are two different ways that a punishment doesn’t fit the crime?
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4. Why did Periander of Corinth prefer to settle a dispute between his enemies than to settle a 
dispute between his friends? (See pages 14—15 in Chapter 3.)


 

 
 

5. The Sigeion War was fought between Athens and Mytilene.  
(See pages 16—17 in Chapter 3.) 

(i) How did Pittacus of Mytilene become a hero of the Sigeion War? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ii) According to the Athenians, why did Sigeion belong to them? 
 
 
 
 
 

(iii) According to the Mytilenaeans, why did Sigeion belong to them? 
 
 
 
 
 

(iv) In your opinion, did Periander of Corinth make the right decision about who got to 
have Sigeion? Why or why not? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


