
Plato and Socrates

The Ideal City



Plato

1. Lived in Athens in V B.C.E.
2. Teacher: Socrates.
3. Student: Aristotle.
4. Style: Dialogues, 

Allegories.
5. Subjects: Politics, Ethics, 

Metaphysics.
6. Main Ideas: Forms, Theory 

of Recollection, Theory of 
Souls.



Socrates 1. Lived in Athens in the V 
B.C.E.

2. Style: Socratic Dialogue.
a. No known writings.

3. One of the founders of 
Western Philosophy.



Platonic Dialogues: Readings

1. The Apology
2. Crito
3. Gorgias
4. Meno
5. Phaedo
6. The Republic



The Apology



1. The Apology: Main Topics

a. What is The Apology about?
b. Socrates’ accusations: intention v. reality.
c. Socrates’ service to the city.
d. Politicians: descriptive v. prescriptive.
e. Relationships

i. Knowledge-Power
ii. Citizen-State



1. The Apology:  Oratory v. Truth



1. The Apology:  Oratory v. Truth

a. 1. Persuasion and Truth.
a. Clever Speaker.
b. Orator

i. Value judgement
2. Oratory v. Justice

a. Embellishments v. Facts
3. Attention to justice.



1. The Apology: Accusations



1. The Apology:  Formal Accusations

1. Questioning→ Against gods
2. Making the weaker argument the 

strongest.
3. Accepting money for teaching.
4. Not believing in gods.
5. Corrupting the youth.

1.His quest is mandated by god.

2. Plain language.

3. His poverty.

4. Shows contradiction.

5. Shows contradiction.



1. The Apology: Defense from Accusations

1. Accusation: Questioning against the gods.
a. Defense: His questioning is a command from the gods.

i. Oracle of Delphi
1. Chaerephon: “Is anyone wiser than Socrates?”
2. Oracle: “No one is wiser”

b. Socrates’ reaction to the answer:
i. What can the god be saying?
ii. Examines those “thought to be” wise. 



1. The Apology: Defense from Accusations

1. Politicians
2. Poets
3. Craftmen

1. He was not wise, but he thought 
he was→ Socrates showed him.
a. Socrates’ advantage: He did not 

think himself wise when he was 
not. 

2. They had inspiration, not 
wisdom.
a. They thought themselves wisest 

in other subjects.
3. They thought themselves wisest 

in other subjects. 



1. The Apology: Defense from Accusations



1. The Apology: Defense from Accusations

1. Corrupting the young.
a. Dialogue with Meletus.

i. Shows contradiction.
1. Socrates is the ONLY ONE that can corrupt the young. 

ii. Shows he should not be punished even if true.
1. No one does things to harm themselves→ harming others will 

harm you in return.
a. Either not corrupting the young or not doing it 

intentionally



1. The Apology: Defense from Accusations

1. Not believing in the gods, but demonic activities. 
a. Dialogue with Meletus.

i. Shows contradiction
1. Demons: Gods or Children of gods

a. Meletus’ Contradiction
i. Socrates acknowledges gods and does not acknowledges 

gods. 



1. The Apology: Real Accusations

1. Why do you think Socrates was really being accused?



1. The Apology: Real Accusations

1. Essay Writing Time:
a. What is he really being accused of?

i. Socrates’ Actions
ii. Athens’ Reactions



1. The Apology: Real Accusations

1. Challenges those in power. 
1. Politicians, Poets and Craftmen.

ii. Challenges the status quo.
b. What is the source of power for each group?
c. Why are they “thought to be” powerful?



1. The Apology: Justice 



1. The Apology: Socrates’ Occupation



1. The Apology: Socrates’ Occupation



1. The Apology: Socrates’ Occupation

1. Virtuous Citizens→ Virtuous City
a. Awaken Athens
b. Put Athens on the right path

i. Caring about:
a. Virtue
b. Wisdom
c. Truth

2. Taking care of the soul
a. Soul in the best possible condition.



1. The Apology: Socrates’ on Athenian Politics



1. The Apology: Socrates’ on Athenian Politics

1. What is Socrates’ view on Athenian Politics?
a. How does he describe it?



Crito



2. Crito: Introduction

1. Essay Writing Time:
a. Is this before or after “The Apology”?
b. Where is it taking place?
c. What are the main topics of the dialogue?



1. Crito: Introduction

1. After events in “The Apology”
2. Setting: prison.
3. Topic:

a. Ethical Reasoning
b. Source of knowledge
c. Relationship: citizen-state
d. Behavior:

i. Citizen
ii. State

e. Disobedience



1. Crito: Main Question

1. Ethical Question: Should Socrates Stay or Leave?
2. Ethical Reasoning:

a. Is it just or unjust?
b. Deductive method

i. General Principle→ Particular circumstance.

3. Wrong Ways to Answer Ethical Questions:
a. Majority
b. Feelings/Pity
c. Reputation
d. Fear



2. Crito: Majority



2. Crito: Majority



2. Crito: Feelings/Pity, Reputation and Fear



2. Crito: Wrong Way to Answer Ethical Questions

1. Majority
2. Feeling pity
3. Reputation
4. Fear

Complete Together the Reasoning

1.

2.

3.

4.



2. Crito: Logical Reasoning--Main Principle



2. Crito: Logical Reasoning--Arguments



2. Crito: Logical Reasoning--Argument



2. Crito: Logical Reasoning--Argument



2. Crito: City and State

1. Laws→ support of the city.
a. If laws have no force→ city is destroyed.

2. Citizen agreement→ abide by city’s judgement.
a. Able to make a decision: be a citizen or not.

3. State→ birth, upbringing, education.



2. Crito: Answer

1. What should Socrates do?
a. Why?
b. What is the relationship between the citizens and the state?



The Gorgias



3. The Gorgias: Techne and Flattery

Techne

1. Takes care of body
a. Gymnastics
b. Medicine

2. Politics 
a. Legislation
b. Justice

Flattery

1. Body
a. Cosmetics
b. Pasty Baking

2. Soul
a. Sophistry
b. Oratory



3. The Gorgias: Techne and Flattery

1. What is the difference between Techne and a Flattery?
a. Techne (craft)

i. Truth
ii. Knowledge
iii. Expert
iv. Best

b. Flattery
i. Falsehood 
ii. Guessing
iii. Simulation
iv. More Pleasant



3. The Gorgias: Power

1. Power
a. Something that is good for those that have the power.
b. Doing what one wants

1. Knowledge
ii. V. Doing what one sees fit

1. Ignorance

2. Polus’ conception of power:
a. Tyrants-Orators
b. Act with impunity

i. Killing, stealing, conquering
1. Socrates: Justly or Unjustly? 



3. The Gorgias: Doing v. Receiving Injustice

1. Principle:
a. Doing what is unjust is the greatest of evils.

i. Suffering over doing an injustice.

2. Principle:
a. People do not willingly do harm

3. Happiness
a. Living justly



Meno and Phaedo



4. The Meno: What Makes Virtue Virtue?

Meno: Virtue

1. Virtue of man, woman, kid.
a. Error: examples of virtues.

2. Virtue: Rule over people (adds justly)
a. Error: defining virtue with a virtue.



4. The Meno: What Makes Virtue Virtue?

1. Desire beautiful things and have the power to acquire 
them (p. 209).
a. Error: all men desire good things

2. The power to acquire things


