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.ON MUNICIPAL HOUSEKEEPING”

It has been well said that the modern city is a

stronghold of industrialism, quite as the feudal city
was a stronghold of militarism, but the modern city
fears no enemies, and rivals from without and its prob-
Jems of government are solely internal. Affairs for che
most part are going badly in these great new centres
in which the quickly congregated population has not
yet learned to arrange its affairs satisfactorily. Insani-
tary housing, poisonous sewage, contaminated water,
infant mortality, the spread of contagion, adulterated
food, impure milk, smoke-laden air, ill-ventilated
factories, dangerous occupations, juvenile crime, un-
wholesome crowding, prostitution, and drunkenness
are the enemies which the modern city must face and
overcome would it survive. Logically, its electorate
should be made up of those who can bear a valiant
part_in this ardu , of those who in the past
have at least attempted to care for children, to clean
houses, to prepare foods, to isolate the family from
moral dangers, of those who have traditionally taken
care of that side of life which, as soon as the popula-
tion is congested, inevitably becomes the subject of
municipal consideration and control.

To test the elector’s fitness to deal with this situ-
gtio'ﬁ—by his ability to bear arms, is absurd, A city is
in many respects a great business corporation, but in,
other respects it 1s enlarged housekeeping. If American
cities have failed in the first, partly because office holders

ve carried with the e predatory instinct lea
in_competitive business, and cannot help “working a
good thing” when they have an opportunity, may we
not say that city housekeeping has failed partly be-
cause women, the traditional housekeepers, have not

been consulted as to its multiform activities? Ty, o Q
Y )]

of the city have been carelessly indifferenm ;
this civic housekeeping, as they have alw@s_[gn‘ﬁ’l
d?fferent to the details of the household. They hav;
totally disregarded a candidate’s capacity to keep g,
streets clean, preferring to consider him in relatioq )
the national tariff or to the necessity for increasing th |
national navy, in a pure spirit of reversion to the trag
itional type of government which had to do only wit

enemies and outsiders.

It is difficult to see what military prowess has to do
withthe multiform duties, which, in a_modern ciry
@Eﬂle care of parks and libraries, superintendence
of markets, sewers, and bridges, the inspection of pro-
visions and boilers, and the proper disposal of gﬁr_bgge.
Military prowess has nothing to do with the building
department which the city maintains to see to it that
the basements be dry, that the bedrooms be large
enough to afford the required cubic feet of air, that the
plumbing be sanitary, that the gas-pipes do not leak,
e et b g g
fireproof. The ability to car,r e hat the Stal.I'WﬂyS £
with the health departmenty - h‘aS Lo tO.dO

Mmaintained by the city,
vaccinated, that con-
Placarded, that the
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: or the heal
and welfare of young children, and to a reg onsibe;itth

_\L\y

for che cleanliness and comfort of others.

Because all these things have traditionally been in
thehfmds_______.——m’ if they take no part in them now
they are Dot only missing the education which the nat:
aral participation in civic life would bring to them
put they are losing what they have always had. Frorr;
che beginning of tribal life women have been held re-
-ponsible for the health of the community, a function
which is now represented by the health department:
from the days of the cave dwellers, so far as the homé
was clean and wholesome, it was due to their efforts,
which are now represented by the bureau of tenement-
W; from the period of the primitive vil-
lage, the only public sweeping performed was what
they undertook in their own dooryards, that which is

nplrepresented by the bureau of street cleaning{Most
an in a modern city can be traced to
woman’s traditional activity, jput in spite of this, so
Soon as these old affairs were turned over to the care of
the city, they slipped from woman’s hands, apparently
because they then became matters for collective action
and implied the use of the franchise. Because the fran-
chise had in the first instance been given to the man
who could fight, because in the beginning he alone
could vote who could carry a weapon, the franchise was
considered an improper thing for a woman to possess.
Is it quite public spirited for women to say, “We
will take care of these affairs so long as they stay in our
own houses, but if they go outside and concern SO
many people that they cannot be carried on without
the mechanism of the vote, we will drop them. It is
true that these activities which women have always
had, are not at present being carried on very well by

the men in most of the great American cities, but be-
cause w 1 i ‘ladvlike’ to vote shall we
ause we do not consider it lady

1gnore their failure”?
S0r€ their fatlur
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Because women consider the government men’s

affair and something which concerns itself with elec-

tions and alarms, they have become so confused in

regard to their traditional business in life, the rear-
ing of children, that they hear with complacency a
statement made by Nestor of sanitary reformers, that
one-half of the tiny lives which make up the city’s
death rate each year might be saved by a more thor-
ough application of sanitary science. Because it im-

plies the use of the suffrage, they do not consider it
women'’s business to save these lives. Are we going to
lose ourselves in the old circle of convention and add
to that sum of wrong-doing which is continually
committed in the world because we do not look at
things as they really are? Old-fashioned ways which

7

no longer apply to changed conditions are a snare in (

which the feet of women have always become readily
entangled. . . .

" Why is it that women do not vote upon the matters
which concern them so intimately? Why do they not
follow these vital affairs and feel responsible for their
proper administration, even though they have become
municipalized? What would the result have been
could women have regarded the suffrage, not as a right
or a privilege, but as a mere piece igovemmental ma-
chinery without, which they could not perform their
traditional functions under the changed conditions of
city life? Could we view the whole situation as a matter
of obligation and of normal development, it would be
much simplified. We are at the beginning of a pro-
longed effort to incorporate a progressive developing
life founded upon a response to the needs of all the
people, into the requisite legal enactments and civic
Tstitutions. To be in any measure successful, this
effort will require all the intelligent powers of obser-
vation, all the sympathy, all the common sense whict

may be gained from the(whole adult population.)
/__—_—/' R
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