
Ancient Greek School of Ethics

Democritus of Abdera Socrates

What is the final good?

Was the philosopher a eudaemonist?

What he a εὐδαιμονικός?

Was the philosopher  
a virtue ethicist or a hedonist?

Of this philosopher’s students  
who agreed with his philosophy,  

what were they generically called?

(Italian School) (Ionian School)



Ancient Greek School of Ethics

Overview of Hellenistic Philosophy

Italian 
School

Ionian School: 
The Socratic Schools

Italian 
School

Atomists Cynics Cyrenaics Megarians Elian-
Eretrians

Academics 
(Platonists)

Peripatetics 
(Aristotelians) Stoics Pyrrhonians Epicureans

Ethics:  

Virtue Ethics or 
Hedonism?

Physics (1):  

Materialism  
or Idealism?

Physics (2):  

Determinism or 
Indeterminsim?

Epistemology:  

Rationalism, 
Empiricism,  

or Skepticism?
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The Ionian School’s First Socratic Moral Philosophers

Antisthenes  
of Athens

Aristippus  
the Elder

Euclid  
of Megara

Phaedo  
of Elis

Aristocles (Plato) 
of Athens

What is  
the final good?

Was the philosopher  
a eudaemonist?

Was the philosopher  
a virtue ethicist  
or a hedonist?

The philosopher founded which 
school of philosophy  

(and/or which kind of philosophy)?



Ancient Greek School of Ethics

The Ionian School’s First Socratic Moral Philosophers

Antisthenes  
of Athens

Aristippus “the Elder”  
of Cyrene

Euclid  
of Megara

Phaedo  
of Elis

Aristocles (Plato) 
of Athens

What is  
the final good?

Was the philosopher  
a eudaemonist?

Was the philosopher  
a virtue ethicist  
or a hedonist?

The philosopher founded which 
school of philosophy  

(and/or which kind of philosophy)?


