Name Date Class Sec.

Synesthesia — Mind-Body Weirdness

Instructions: Read the passage on the next page. Then, try your best to answer the
guestions below.

1. Inyour own words, using paraphrasing from the text, what is synesthesia?

2. Provide an example of synesthesia.

3. How does the existence of synesthesia make things complicated for a material monist?

4. According to Functionalism, what would be the input, internal state and output of the
example you used for number 2?

SEE NEXT PAGE FOR THE READING
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What Is Synesthesia?

Synesthesia is when you hear music, but you see shapes. Or you hear aword or a
name and instantly see a color. Synesthesia is a fancy name for when you

experience one of your senses through another. For example, you might hear the
name "Alex" and see green. Or you might read the word "street" and taste citrus

fruit.

The word "synesthesia" has Greek roots. It translates to “perceive together.”
People who have this ability are called synesthetes. Synesthesia isn’'t a disease or
disorder. It won’t harm your health, and it doesn’t mean you’re mentally ill. Some
studies suggest people who have it may do better on memory and intelligence
tests than those who don'’t. And while it may seem easy to make up, there’s proof

thatit's a real condition.

One of the most common responses is to see letters, numbers, or sounds as colors.

You might also:

See or hear a word and taste food

See a shape and taste food

Hear sounds and taste food

Feel an object with your hands and hear a sound

Feel atouch when seeing someone else being touched. (This is called mirror
touch.)
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It can be an annoyance. Children say it can make reading tricky when they see
colors that other people don’t. If you have taste-related synesthesia, it can be
startling when a bad taste comes on suddenly. But most synesthetes see their

condition as a sixth sense, not a drawback.

Synesthesia Symptoms

You can’t control it. The response happens right away. You can’t help it. This
is true even with new experiences. For example, if you hear a new piece of

music, you may see a color or taste a flavor without any effort. It just happens.

It’s internal, mostly. The colors are just in your mind. Only a few synesthetes

see colors outside their body.

It stays the same over time. If you see the letter "A" in green today, you'll see it in
green 10 years from now. One study asked people with synesthesia to look at 100
words and say the color they saw for each. A year later, researchers gave the
participants the test again without telling them ahead of time. The answers

It often starts in childhood. Studies of kids with synesthesia found that it
develops over time. The color and letter associations may be random at first and

become more fixed as you grow.

Who Gets Synesthesia?

It seems to affect women more than men, but some researchers say this isn’ttrue.
They say women are just more willing to discuss the condition. Left-handed
people may be more likely to have synesthesia than righties. Also, researchers
suggest some synesthetes are artistic and often have hobbies like painting, music,

or writing.

https://www.webmd.com/brain/what-is-synesthesia 2/5
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If you have this condition:

* Your perceptions are involuntary. When you hear music and see shapes or see
a color when you hear a word, you don’t think about it. It just happens.

e You may be able to describe your sensations to others.

e The crossovers between senses are predictable. For example, you may always
see green when you hear the name “Alex.”

About 1% to 4% of people are thought to have it. We don’t know for sure because:

e Youmay notrealize you have it.

e Youthink that everyone senses the same way as you do.

The number of people who come forward may go up because more people are
talking about synesthesia.

Synesthesia Causes?

Doctors aren’t sure. But they think people with synesthesia are just wired
differently from the rest of us. For example, scans of people who say they
hearcolors show they have a bigger brain response when they hear a

sound.

The images also show synesthetes have more connections between the parts

of the brain that control their senses.

Also, it’s in your genes. Synesthesia appears to run in families and may be

passed down from parent to child.

https://www.webmd.com/brain/what-is-synesthesia
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