








Grammar 2.4.1a

Change y to i

Add –s or –es to most singular nouns to form regular plural nouns.

If a noun ends with a consonant and y, change the y to i, and add –es to form  
the plural.

The puppy cried all night long.

Singular noun

Regular plural noun

The puppies cried all night long.
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Grammar 2.4.1b

Change y to i

Identify the plural form of each singular noun in blue.

1 If Ted finds the key we will drive to the farm.  

2 Bunny nibble on clover in the yard. 

3 We picked some berry for dessert. 

4 Sarah saw the kitty taking a nap on the porch. 

5 Horses swat at fly with their tails. 
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Grammar 2.4.2a

Irregular Plural Nouns

The spelling of irregular plural nouns changes in a special way. Instead of adding 
–s or –es, the entire word changes. 

An example of a noun with an irregular plural is child. Its plural form is children.

Other irregular plural nouns include foot/feet, goose/geese, mouse/mice, and 
woman/women.

That snake is only one foot away!

singular noun

irregular plural noun

The snake is seven feet long.
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Grammar 2.4.2b

Irregular Plural Nouns

Identify the plural form of the blue noun to complete each sentence.

1 The child asked to go to the petting zoo.

2 The horses munch carrots with their big tooth.  

3 The petting zoo has a flock of goose.  

4 Joe spotted mouse drinking water in the barn.  

5 Two woman fed the horses. 
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Grammar 2.4.3a

Forming Irregular Plural Nouns

The spelling of some nouns does not change when they become plural. Some 
examples of this kind of irregular plural noun are fish, deer, and sheep.

One deer drank from the pond. 

singular noun

irregular plural noun

A group of deer wandered through the woods. 
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Grammar 2.4.3b

Forming Irregular Plural Nouns

Identify whether the blue noun in the sentence is singular or plural. Use the other 
words in the sentence to help you make your decision.

1 All of the deer eat corn out of our hands.

2 The sheep are soft.

3 Susan wants to feed the many fish in the pond.

4 A deer ran across the field.

5 A fish splashes in the water.

6 Five sheep are taking a nap in the straw.
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Grammar 2.4.4a

Review Plural Nouns 

If a noun ends with a consonant and y, change the y to i, and add –es to form the 
plural.

Sometimes, instead of adding –s or –es to a singular noun, the entire word 
changes. Some of these irregular plural nouns are children, feet, geese, mice, and 
women.

The spelling of some nouns does not change when they become plural. Some 
examples of this kind of irregular plural noun are fish, deer, and sheep.

irregular plural noun

The pilots are women. Four fish ate food. 

©
 H

ou
gh

to
n 

M
iff

lin
 H

ar
co

ur
t. 

A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

Grade 3 | Grammar Minilessons Nouns and Pronouns • More Plural Nouns 

irregular plural noun



Grammar 2.4.4b

Review Plural Nouns 

Identify the plural form of the noun in blue to complete each sentence.

1 This airplane will fly to three different city today.  

2 Are any child traveling alone?

3 Goose do not fly higher than a plane. 

4 Sheep in the field look like tiny cotton balls.

5 Both man want to sit by the window. 

6 I found three penny in my seat.

7 I cannot wait to see all the fish at the aquarium!

8 Store your backpack by your foot while the plane lands. 
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Grammar 2.4.5

Connect to Writing: Using Plural Nouns 

Good writers pay attention to the spellings of plural nouns. Your writing will be 
clearer if you spell plural nouns correctly. Remember that not every noun is made 
plural by adding –s or –es. 

irregular plural noun

The mice ate the cheese.

The fish ate the worms.

©
 H

ou
gh

to
n 

M
iff

lin
 H

ar
co

ur
t. 

A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

Grade 3 | Grammar Minilessons Nouns and Pronouns • More Plural Nouns

irregular plural noun



Types of Poetry

3rd Grade ELA



Free Verse
● Has no regular rhyme or 

rhythm
● Has no pattern of 

syllables
● Can be long or short
● Can be about any topic



Rhymed Verse
● Has a regular rhyme pattern, 

usually at the end of each 
line

● Might have a fixed rhythm
● Might have a pattern of 

syllables
● Can be long or short
● Can be about any topic



Haiku
● A form of Japanese verse with 

a strict syllable pattern
● Exactly 3 lines
● The most common form has a 

5/7/5 syllable pattern
● No rhyme pattern
● Often use nature or seasons as 

the topic
● Often use imagery and 

personification



Limerick
● Often humorous and 

nonsensical
● Often describes a silly 

character
● Has 5 lines
● Lines 1, 2, 5 have 7-10 

syllables and rhyme
● Lines 3, 4 have 5-7 

syllables and rhyme
● Rhyme pattern AABBA
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