
PreSocratic Natural Philosophers 

Monists Pluralists



PreSocratic Natural Philosophers:  
The Monists (Part 1)

    The                       Ionian                  Natural                Philosophers

Milesian Natural Philosophers

Pherecydes of Syros Thales of Miletus Anaximander of Miletus Anaximenes of Miletus Heraclitus of Ephesus

Ἀρχή

 
 

Cause  
of 

Earthquakes 
 

N/A N/A

 
 

Cause  
of Solar 
Eclipses 

 

N/A N/A



PreSocratic Natural Philosophers:  
The Monists (Part 2)

Pythagoras of Samos Parmenides of Elea Zeno of Elea Melissus of Samos

Ἀρχή

PreSocratic Natural Philosophers:  
The Pluralists

Xenophanes of Colophon Anaxagoras of Clazomenae Empedocles of Akragas Leucippus Democritus of Abdera

Ἀρχαί



Thalesian Physics versus Late Ionian Natural Philosophy

Thales of Miletus Anaxagoras of Clazomenae Archelaus of Miletus Diogenes of Apollonia-Pontica

Ἀρχή / Ἀρχαί

 
 

Cause  
of Earthquakes 

 

N/A N/A

 
 

Cause  
of Solar Eclipses 

 

N/A N/A

 
 

Cause  
of the Nile River’s 

Floods 
 

N/A N/A


