
Name: ____________________________________________ Date: ___________________ Section: _______ 

Guided Notes: The Electoral College & Becoming President  

1. ___ I voted in the DCPS Mock Election by Oct 31st.  Archie File: “Online Mock Election 2020 DCPS” 

Click “Vote Here” at bottom.  Our school’s mail code is:  6006.  Click to send yourself an email receipt!   

2. What are the 4 stages of the Presidential Election Process?______________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Article ______ of the Constitution: To become the President of the USA you must be _____ years old, be 
a resident of the United States for _____ years and be a n______________ - ____________________citizen. 

4.  A primary is a __________ in a state to determine who will represent the ______________in the election. 

5.  A caucus is like a town ___________________where members of a party discuss who will represent them. 

6.  True or False:  Most States like Florida have primary elections, not caucuses. _______________________ 

7.  In a closed primary, voters may vote only if they are _________________________________ in the party. 

8.  In an open primary, _______________________ can vote.  Don’t need to be in a____________________. 

9. Super Tuesday, in the month of ____________-_____, is when many _________________ have primaries.   

10.   Each party holds a National ___________________________ to select a  ________________________. 

11.  A ______________________ is a ________________representative to the party nominating convention. 

12.  ___________are surveys that can be used to find out how a candidate is doing with the ______________.   

13.  __________________________ is information, especially of a _____________________  or misleading 
nature, used to _________________ or publicize a particular political ________________ or point of view.   

14.  True or False:  The General Election only involves the Presidential Election: _____________________ 

15.  ________________________________________________ is a practice intended to establish an unfair 
political advantage for a particular party or group by manipulating ____________________ boundaries.  

16.  When is the 2020 General Election happening?  _____________  When is election day? _____________ 

17.  People voting in the presidential election are actually voting for ________________________________. 

18.  Electors are designated members of a ____________________ in each state who have the right to vote to 
elect the President in the ____________________________ College System.   

19.  The Electoral ______________________ is a body of electors established by the US ________________ 
which forms every ____ years to elect the ______________________ and ___________________________. 

20.  Why did the framers create the Electoral College? ____________________________________________ 



21.  How is the number of electoral votes per state determined? _____________________________________ 

22. The Electoral Colleges has _________________members representing D.C. and all 50 ______________. 

23.  Of ________ total votes, how many electoral votes are needed to win the election__________________? 

24.  What is the purpose of this map? _______________________________________________________  

25.  What are the four states with the largest electoral votes? ______________________________________ 

26.  In most states, they have a “winner takes all” method.  In order for a candidate to win all the electoral 
votes of a state, a candidate must win a ______________________of the popular vote in the state. 

27.  Florida is known as a ______________ or battleground state because we elect Presidents of both parties. 

28.  True or False: a candidate can win the Electoral College but loose the Popular Election? _____________ 

29.  What president in the 2000 election won the Electoral College but lost the popular vote? ____________ 

30.  What 2016 candidate won the popular vote but lost the Electoral College?  _______________________ 

31.  Why are there “red states” and “blue states”? _______________________________________________ 

32.  If no candidate receives a majority of votes, who decides?_____________________________________ 

33.  When does the electoral college meet to vote for the President? ________________________________ 

34.  When is the Presidential Inauguration / the swearing-in ceremony? _____________________________ 

35.  The President can only serve _____________ terms or a total of _______________ years? 

36.  Who is the only president elected to more terms than George Washington?________________________ 

37.  If the president and VP can’t serve who becomes the president? ________________________________ 

38. The order of officials in line to become the president is known as _______________________________ 


