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eerie- strange and scary
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Sometimes, there are no clue words in a story to tell how things are alike
or how they are different. When there are no clue words, do the following:

+ Think about the people, places, or objects that you read about.
Ask yourself, “How are they alike?”

+~ Think about the people, places, or objects that you read about.
Ask yourself, “How are they different?”

Read the first part of a letter that Deana wrote. Then answer the questions.

Dear Nadia,

Camp Woodirail

5. Camp Woodtrail is
® bigger than Camp Reed.
less fun than Camp Reed.
© more fun than Camp Reed.

© more boring than Camp Reed.

6. The fire alarm was pulled because
® bacon had burned.
eggs had burned.
© there was a fire outside.
®© there was a fire in the kitchen.

Comparing and Contrasting

| couldn’t wait to write to you. | am having so much fun
at Camp Woodtrail. This camp is so much better than the
camp | went to last summer. Camp Reed was so boring.
But Woodtrail is great. There is so much to do. | have
already learned to sail a boat, paddie a canoe, and swim
a mile. | even made a new friend. Her name is Pam. Don't
worry, though. You are still my best friend.

Today, we spent time in the kitchen learning how to
cook. We made bacon and eggs. Pam's eggs came out
perfect, but mine came out just awful. Our counselor had
to pull the fire alarm because | burned my eggs so badly!

7. How were Pam’s eggs different

. How are Pam and Nadia alike:

August 13, 2005

from Deana’s eggs?

® Pam’s eggs were tasty.
Pam’s eggs were fried.
© Pam’s eggs were burned.
®© Pam’s eggs were perfect.

® Both go to Camp Woodtrail.
Both are the same age.
© Both are Deana’s friend.

® Both like cooking.
U
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Grammar: Helping Verbs

Name

- * A helping verb helps the main verb show action.

~» Use have, has, and had 1o help main verbs show an
action in the past.

* Use has when the subject is singular. Use have or had
when the subject is plural or I or you.

I have seen a wildfire.
Jack has been to the fire station.
We had heard the sirens before we saw the fire trucks.

A. Read each sentence. Circle the main verb. Then underline
the helping verb.

I. T have read about Earth changes in class.

2. Sometimes weather has caused the changes.

3. Wind has blown sand away.

1. Storms have washed away the soil.

5. Melting ice and snow have made lakes and rivers.

6. I had learned a lot about Earth changes before class ended.

B. Write a sentence of your own using a helping verb.

¥ &
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the next part of the letter that Deana wrote. Then answer the questions.

Tuesday night was the most fun | have ever had. We got
to stay up late. We roasted marshmallows over the
campfire, and watched a meteor shower. A meteor shower
is when small rocks in space fly across the sky. Meteors
were once part of comets. A comet is a huge ball of ice and
rock. A meteor is just part of the comet. So, meteors are
smaller than comets. But both meteors and comets make
a streak across the sky. | counted nearly thirty meteors
in all. Pam counted only ten.

I hope you are having a great time at baseball camp.
Write to me soon. See you in two weeks.

| Your friend,

sda ..

Zow are comets and meteors alike? 11. How are Deana and Nadia alike?
. Both are hard to see. ® Both like baseball.

- Both make a streak across Both are at camp.

~ the sky. i © Both counted meteors.

. Both are about the same size. ® Both will return home
Both are seen every night. in one week.

fow was Tuesday night different 12. Which of these is true?

m other nights? ® Pam enjoys watching meteors
- It was the longest ever. more than Deana.

- It was the happiest. Pam counted more meteors

It was the most fun. : than Deana.
Tt was the worst ever. © Pam counted fewer meteors

than Deana.
® Pam knows more about meteors

than Deana. \”/*

w4 3

Comparing and Contrasting




Grammar: Helping Verbs

Name

* A helping verb helps the main verb show action.
~ * Present-tense helping verbs are is, am, and are.
* Use the helping verbs was and were for the past tense.
Rain is pounding on the roof.
The waves are washing the sand away.
I was walking on the beach yesterday.
Jake and Paul were swimming in the ocean.

Choose the correct helping verb in (). Write the sentence.

I. I (am, are) learning how water breaks rocks.

2. Rain clouds (was, were) blowing across the sky.

3. Cold air (was, are) freezing the clouds.

Y. Now, icy rain (is, are) falling on rocks.

5. Ice (is, were) freezing in the cracks of the rocks.
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Telephones Now and Then

by Rachelle Kreisman

Telephones help people speak to one another when they are apart. For more
than a hundred years, nearly every telephone was a /andline. A landline
telephone is one that needs to be connected by a wire to a network of other
telephones. Because of the wires, people could not take those telephones
with them when they left their homes or offices.

What if you had to make a call while you were away from home? You had to
find a pay phone. Pay phones are landlines found in public places. Many pay

b /
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phones are on the street. You can make a call from inside a glass or metal
space called a phone booth. Once you are inside the booth, you put coins
into a slot in the phone to make a call.

Telephones have seen a lot of progress. Today, many people carry cell
phones. Cell phones do not need to be connected with wires. They can be
used almost anywhere and can fit in an adult's hand.

Many cell phones sold today are smartphones. A smartphone is a cell phone
that has lots of computer-style features. For example, people use
smartphones to check e-mail and go on the Internet. And all that can be done
using something small enough to carry in a pocket!
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Name: Date:
1. What is a landline telephone?

A. a telephone that needs to be connected by a wire to a network of other telephones
B. a telephone that can be carried around in your pocket and used anywhere
C. a telephone that can be found in a public place

2. The article describes an example of a landline. What is one example of a landline?

A. a cell phone
B. a pay phone
C. a smart phone

3. Pay phones are probably not used as much today as they were in the past.
r asthe +exr )

' ,\"\\; Y"‘W\T
What piece of evidence supports this conclusion? \- eNidenre ?

P LALT VO /

A. People could not take landlines with them when they left their homes.
B. Pay phones are landlines that can be found in public places.
C. Many people today carry cell phones, which can be used almost anywhere.

4. What might be a reason that cell phones were invented?

A. People wanted to be able to speak to one another when they were apart.
B. People wanted to be able to make calls from their homes or offices.
C. People wanted to be able to make calls away from home without finding a pay phone.

5. What is the main idea of this article?

A. Cell phones are much less useful than landlines and pay phones.
B. Telephones have been used for many years, and they have changed a lot over time.
C. Telephones are used to keep people apart as much as possible.
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